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LABOR LEGISLATION BEFORE C 


Status of Measures in Which American Federation of Labor Is Interested 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 21 (ILNS).—Labor 
legislation is to the fore in Congress as the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor presses for the passage 
of the anti-injunction bill and the amending of 
the prevailing rate of wages act to include a pen- 
alty clause. 

The anti-injunction bill, held up on one pretext 
or another for years, will be reported out to the 
Senate, virtually assuring Senate action on the 
measure at this session. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee has just agreed to take a vote Janu- 
ary 25 on reporting the bill. The committee re- 
ceived requests for further hearing from a number 
of anti-labor organizations, but in view of the 
exhaustive hearings held in the past, it was decided 
to hold no more hearings. Briefs from opponents 
and friends of the bill will be received by the com- 
mittee before the vote to report it out is taken. 

In the last Congress the committee divided, 
seven to seven, on the bill, and it reached the 
Senate calendar without committee recommenda- 
tion. This year Senator Steiwer, leader of the op- 
position, is no longer a member of the Judiciary 
Committee. Four new members who fill vacancies 
are expected to vote in favor of reporting the 
Ineasure. 

Anti-Injunction Bill Reintroduced 

The bill, reintroduced by Senator Norris, chair- 
man of the committee, is in substantially the same 
form in which it was urged last year for passage 
by Norris, Blaine, Walsh of Montana, Borah, 
Caraway, Ashurst and Dill. 


The bill does not affect the right of state courts. 


to issue injunctions. 

In federal courts the act forbids issuance of in- 
junctions in labor disputes to restrain workers 
from refusing to work, joining a labor organiza- 
tion, paying unemployment benefits, assembling 
peaceably, advertising the fact of the dispute or 
doing other things not forbidden by law. 

The bill also outlaws the hated “yellow dog” 
contracts by declaring them “contrary to the pub- 
lic policy.” 

“Teeth” for Prevailing Wage Bill 

Hearings on bills designed to broaden the pre- 
vailing rate of wages bill to include a penalty for 
violation of the act’s provisions have been occupy- 
ing the attention of the House Labor Committee. 
Five bills to amend the act have been introduced. 
Labor has not thrown its support to any particu- 
lar bill, being interested only in seeing that “teeth” 
are put in the act. 

President William Green of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor appeared twice before the com- 
mittee in support of the addition of a penalty 
clause to the present bill, known as the Bacon- 
Davis act. Passed last spring, the act requires 
contractors on government work to pay the wage 
Prevailing for each class of labor in the com- 
munity where the job is under way. 

Would Broaden Scope of Act 

In addition to advocating a provision for penal- 
izing contractors who violate the law, President 
Green told the committee labor favors broadening 
of the act to include all government work. It 
now applies only to government building projects. 
The Vancouver convention of the American Fed- 


eration of Labor directed the Executive Council 
to continue efforts to have the law extended to 
include road building and similar projects and, if 
possible, all work carried on in whole or part by 
the United States government. 

Following President Green’s testimony appear- 
ance before the committee, representatives of the 
Building Trades Department, American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and other interested labor organiza- 
tions, urged amendment of the law to include a 
penalty clause and to broaden its scope. 
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SAD PLIGHT OF EX-SOVIET LEADER 

Picked up when found lying in a Berlin gutter 
and arrested as a drunken beggar, Georges Chi- 
cherin, formerly commissar of foreign affairs of 
the Russian Soviet government, was taken to an 
asylum in the closing days of 1931. Later it was 
learned that the Soviet authorities had decided to 
reward his services by giving him a job in the 
Crimea. 

Chicherin was dismissed as Soviet commissar 
for foreign affairs in July, 1930, after a brilliant 
career as a statesman. He was of noble birth, but 
became one of Soviet Russia’s most able represen- 
tatives. He engineered the repudiation of the old 
regime’s debts, and his diplomatic moves kept 
Europe guessing for years. 


A TIMELY CONFERENCE 


William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, has invited the presidents of the 
affiliated national and international unions to meet 
with the A. F. of L. Executive Council in Wash- 
ington on February 9 to consider federal injunc- 
tion legislation and other federal labor measures, 
as well as the unemployment situation. 

“This conference is being called,” President 
Green’s invitation said, “for the purpose of giving 
consideration and support to injunction relief leg- 
islation and other legislative measures being con- 
sidered by the Congress of the United States in 
which labor is vitally and directly interested. 

Unemployment Situation Serious 

“Furthermore, the unemployment situation has 
become so serious and so acute as to require and 
command consideration and attention by the rep- 
resentatives of all organizations affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. “ 

“The time is opportune and most timely for or- 
ganized labor to make a definite pronouncement 
upon this subject in a dramatic way so that if pos- 
sible the public conscience can be more fully 
aroused to the seriousness of the situation and 
constructive and practical remedies recommended 
by the American Federation of Labor may be 
accepted and applied. : 

Organized Labor’s Large Influence 

“The representatives of national and interna- 
tional unions affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are clothed with authority to speak 
for millions of working men and women associ- 
ated with and affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

“We can hearten and strengthen the courage 


and morale of the working people of the country, 
if, at a conference, to which you are cordially 
invited, we translate the hopes and aspirations 
of working men and women into words and action 
which will carry tremendous weight with the 
members of Congress, the executive officers of 
the government, and the owners and management 
of industry. 

“T respectfully request that you, or such repre- 
sentatives as you may designate, clothed with 
authority to speak for your international union, 
be in attendance at this conference as herein 
requested. 

“T am sending you this invitation by authority 
and by direction of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor.” 

———__@_______ 
INTRODUCES PATERNALISM 


The Market Street Railway Company announced 
in the daily press this week the introduction of a 
savings plan for its employees which, it claims, 
amounts “to a raise in pay.” An investment trust 
has been formed, governed by a board of trustees 
composed of company officers and workmen “into 
which employees will deposit stated sums monthly, 
ranging between $2.50 and $12.50.” “And for 
every dollar put into the fund by the employees 
the company will put in 20 cents.” The trust funds 
are to be invested in bonds of the Market Street 
Railway and preferred stock of that company, if 
the market warrants it. More than 60 per cent 
of the employees are said to have agreed to par- 
ticipate in the plan. i 

It appears that the plan is altogether philan 
thropic, so far as the company is concerned, .as 
Samuel Kahn, president, says that “the company 
will benefit in no way by this trust, except. for 
the added loyalty it may instill in its employees.” 
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GERMAN WORKERS PROTEST | 


The executive committee of the General Fed- 
eration of German Trade Unions has denounced. 
emphatically the decree of Chancellor Bruening 
reducing wages as one of the measures to bring 
about economic recovery. The executive commit- 
tee emphatically protests against the “undisguised 
intention of the government to reduce still further 
the purchasing power of the masses.” 


EIGHT MILLION IDLE 


Over eight million workers are jobless in the 
United States, according to the monthly unem- 
ployment report by William Green, president of 
the American Federation of Labor. This is -a 
larger number of unemployed, he said, than we 
have ever before had in our history. 

Mr. Green declared that including the families 
of the jobless there are at least 20,000,000 destitute 
persons who must be supported. Disease and 
death due to unemployment, he said, lurk in 
millions of homes, and the children of the unem- 
ployed are slowly starving. 

He declared that shorter hours and federal re- 
lief are imperative to meet the national crisis, 
which equals that of the World War. 


An embargo on foreign oil and the placing on 
the dutiable list of many commodities which men- 
ace the products of American labor was advocated 
by M. J. Flynn, executive secretary of America’s 
Wage Earners’ Protective Conference, in appear- 
ing before the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, at a hearing on pending amendments to the 
tariff law. 

“On behalf of America’s Wage Earners’ Protec- 
tive Conference, which is composed of those na- 
tional unions affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor the members of which are particu- 
larly affected by tariff legislation, we wish to most 
heartily indorse that section of the pending bill 
which authorizes the Tariff Commission, after an 
investigation, to transfer from the free to the duti- 
able list those commodities therein listed,” Mr. 
Flynn said. He continued: “We find that under 
present day conditions there are many commodi- 
ties on the free list where the difference in cost 
of production in foregin countries constitutes a 
serious handicap to the production and sale of the 
products of American labor in America. 

Keep Out Oil, He Urges 

“We call your attention particularly to the re- 
cent findings of the Tariff Commission on oil and 
oil products. Surely it will not be contended that 
a tariff bill is even competitive which permits a 
product, amply produced in America, to be placed 
in competition in America with products of South 
America and Russia, where the difference in cost 
of production favors the foreign producer to an ex- 
tent of approximately one dollar per barrel. 
While the present tariff act was under considera- 
tion, the president of the Oil Field and Gas Well 
Workers, affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, and supported by the entire American 
labor movement, including the Railroad Brother- 
hoods, asked that your committee recommend a 
duty, yes, even an embargo on oil, in order that 
the American oil field and gas well workers might 
have an opportunity of employment. 

“We ask you to either amend Section 307 or to 
take such action as you deem proper to place in 
actual effect the intent of Congress as it relates to 
this section. Personally, we believe that the 
language is sufficient, but we find that the Treas- 
ury officials hold such a narrow view on this ques- 
tion that it deprives the American workers, in- 
dustrial and agricultural, of that protection which 
we believe Congress intended. For instance, it is 
our belief that the leaf tobacco raisers of America 
have indicated to the Treasury officials their abil- 
ity to produce sufficient leaf tobacco to meet the 
demands of the American people, if this part of the 
law was properly interpreted. But, instead of the 
protection that Congress had obviously intended, 
we find that the interpretation is so narrow that 
the language of the act might just as well be out. 

Compete With Slave Labor 

“At the present time, through the interpretation 
of the Treasury Department officials, the American 
leaf tobacco raisers are forced to-compete in the 
American market with the product of admittedly 
forced or indentured, in reality, slave labor of the 
Orient. We do not believe that such was the in- 
tent of Congress and we ask that you either se- 
cure an understanding with the Treasury officials 
so that the law will be properly interpreted or 
change the law so that the free labor of America 
will not be placed in competition with the foreign 
labor of Europe and the Orient. 

“We also request that you amend Section 526 of 
the present tariff act by striking out the last or the 
last two sections of paragraph A. This section of 
the law, as originally drafted and as can be easily 
understood from reading the first few words, was 
intended to prohibit a foreigner or his American 


agent from making use of the protection afforded 
by our patent laws to monopolize the American 
market on a product made outside of America. 
If this section is properly amended we believe that 
many of those who, in recent years, have estab- 
lished branch factories in foreign countries, using 
cheap foreign labor to supply the American mar- 
ket, will cease and that employment opportunity 
will be open to many thousands of American 
workers. 
For Public Invoices 


“We have contended unsuccessfully with Treas- 
ury officials that import invoices are public rec- 
ords and should be open to public inspection. We 
find that the Treasury Department contends that 
under regulations issued in 1923 and Treasury de- 
cisions based thereon the Treasury Department 
has the right to hold import invoices confi- 
dential. So far as we know there is nothing in the 
present act which, in our minds, justifies the pres- 
ent contentions of the Treasury Department and 
we ask that your committee, unless your commit- 
tee believes as we do, amend the present tariff 
act to provide that import invoices be public rec- 
ords in fact as well as in name.” 
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THE RAILROAD WAGE DISCUSSION 


Meeting in Chicago this week, the heads of the 
railway brotherhoods and unions and the commit- 
tee of railroad presidents are discussing the pro- 
posed 10 per cent reduction in wages. 

David B. Robertson, spokesman for the brother- 
hoods, contested statements of Daniel Willard, 
president of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and 
chairman of the railroad executives’ committee, as 
to the valuation of the railroads given as a basis 
for wage decreases. 

The argument that wages should be reduced 
because the cost of living was lower could not be 
accepted by the workingman, Robertson said. The 
comparison made by the presidents was with liv- 
ing costs in 1913, and the spokesman said labor 
“could not permit” the standard of living of today 
to be compared with a time when the average 
rail worker had only $2 a day with which to sup- 
port his family. 

The financial condition of the employees was 
“distressful,” their spokesman said, with many of 
them working only part time and a large share of 
them dividing their incomes with unemployed as- 
sociates or relatives. 

7 
MAY CANCEL CONTRACTS 


Because of the favorable conditions prevailing 
in the matter of water storage, thus making the 
emergency project unnecessary, steps are being 
taken to cancel contracts involving more than a 
million dollars for the construction of the Corral 
Hollow pipe line of the Hetch Hetchy project by 
the City and County of San Francisco, City En- 
gineer O’Shaughnessy, at the instance of the Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission, has sent letters to the 
several contractors asking them to name the terms 
on which they will agree to the “adjustment of the 
contracts.” Work already done on the project in- 
cludes three miles of trench, thirty-five feet of 
shaft and a 750-foot tunnel. More than 2600 feet 
of pipe has been delivered. 
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THOSE CAMPAIGN SLOGANS 


If the Democrats decide to “Get rich with 
Ritchie,” some G, O. P. genius will suggest: “Eat 
herbs with Herbie.”—Akron “Beacon-Journal.” 
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BLOW AT “PREVAILING WAGE” 


The most savage and far-reaching blow that 
local labor has yet received was given Monday 
when four members of the City Council backed up 
on their recent decision making $5 a day the pre- 
vailing wage limit for public work, and by their 
action “declared a dividend of 20 per cent at 
labor’s expense,” using the words of one of our 
hardest workers for better labor and business 
conditions. How far-reaching this action of the 
low-wage council members may prove to be can 
be understood when it is known that the $5 “pre- 
vailing wage” limit is recognized by the county 
supervisors, by the State of California and by the 
federal government for public work.—San Diego 
“Labor Leader.” 
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GO AWAY FROM HOME FOR NEWS 


All details have been completed and at Sunday’s 
meeting in San Francisco a final agreement is 
expected to be reached between Patrick E. Gor- 
man, general president of the International, and 
Milton Maxwell, representing the Western Fed- 
eration, to the end that all Meat Cutters will be 
under the banner of the International. Brother 
Gorman, after his work in San Francisco is com- 
pleted, is to come to Southern California. He will 
be present at the local meeting of Butcher Work- 
men in the Labor Temple next Friday night— 
Long Beach “Labor News.” 

——__—____@— 


WOULD EMULATE FINLAND 


In a letter to organized labor, Matthew Woll, 
president, and John B. Colpoys, acting secretary 
of Labor’s National Committee for Modification 
of the Volstead Act, say the recent vote in Fin- 
land for repeal of the Finnish prohibition laws is 
an indication of what the American people would 
do if given an opportunity to vote on prohibition. 

Calling for renewed efforts on behalf of modi- 
fication of the Volstead act, the letter declares 
that a survey of the sentiment in Congress war- 
rants the belief that if organized labor gives 
proper support, labor’s bills for modification of 
the dry act can be passed at this session. 
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SWEDISH WORKERS REJECT CUTS 


Workers in the iron and steel and mechanical 
workshops of Sweden have voted to reject the 
proposals offered by the mediation commission 
for wage-cuts averaging 3 per cent, according to 
a cable to the Commerce Department from Acting 
Commercial Attache H. C. McLean, Stockholm. 
Employers announced that a reduction of about 
12 per cent would be made in the iron and steel 
industry on January 17. Approximately 90,000 
workers are affected by the wage decision. 


SAVE the Farmer | 
BUY Marin-Dell 
Milk and Cream 


MARIN-DELL’S policy: to save the farmer 
and allow him a decent living; to give the 
dealer a fair profit; and to supply the public 
with a good, fresh, rich, pasteurized milk at 
a popular price. 

Whom do you want to help—the Trust or the 
farmers? 
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UNEMPLOYMENT CAMPS 


Some interesting correspondence between J. W. 
Buzzell, secretary of the Los Angeles Central 
Labor Council, and Governor James Rolph, Jr., 
relative to the establishment and maintenance of 
labor camps by the state, is printed in last week’s 
issue of the Los Angeles “Citizen.” It appears 
from this correspondence, which is rather volu- 
minous, that Secretary Buzzell, under authority 
of the Council, wrote to the governor protesting 
against the camps, where men are employed and 
in payment receive shelter and board. The gover- 
nor also was urged to call a special session of the 
Legislature to provide for the establishment of 
the six-hour day, arrange for taxation on incomes 
and to handle the unemployment situation. 

A reply was received from the governor’s secre- 
tary stating that “the governor has asked that I 
forward your letter to the State Unemployment 
Commission.” 

This reply was unsatisfactory to the Council 
and Secretary Buzzell, and on January 9 he again 
wrote the governor, saying that: 


Wanted a Direct Reply 


“We feel that we are entitled to a direct reply 
from the governor of the State of California to a 
communication upon so important a subject as 
that referred to in our letter to you, and to say 
also that the solution of the very serious situation 
confronting the people of the State of California 
will not be had by ‘reference’ to commissions in 
what appears to be such an off-hand manner.” 

In the meantime the governor had written to 
the effect that: “It has been reported to me as a 
fact that over 1000 men who are unemployed are 
daily entering the State of California. That a con- 
tinuation of that destitute unemployed flow into 
California not only presents a problem that the 
state government is unprepared to deal with be- 
cause of lack of finance, but also presents a prob- 
lem that is unjust because the State of California 
and its citizens should not be called upon to care 
for the unemployed of other states. 


For Protection of Home Labor 


. . It was the consensus of opinion not only 
of employers and social workers but of a number 
of labor men who were interviewed that the estab- 
lishment of the camps where men would volun- 
tarily agree to go would be the best method of 
enabling California to send out a story that would 
help to stop the unemployed army from crowding 
in and breaking the California labor structure. 

“That was the unanimous sentiment of the meet- 
ing which you, myself and others attended and 
you did not protest against the resolutions when 
they were adopted and by your failure thereby 
constructively concurred therein.” 

Secretary Buzzell’s reply to this letter was to 
show that at the meeting under discussion he had 
opposed the establishment of labor camps and 
had stated he felt sure that those he represented 
would do likewise. “Events proved that I was 
correct,” he says, “because the labor movement 
in this city does object to the establishment of 
such camps and we are being advised that the labor 
movement in other cities in the state likewise are 
objecting to it. 

Who Conferred With Governor? 


“You indicate in your letter that you have con- 
ferred with labor men from various parts of the 
state upon the subject of the ever-increasing num- 
ber of unemployed men coming to California, and 
that, to a degree at least, your decision in the mat- 
ter comes as a result of such conferences. 

“We do not know, of course, who they may 
have been, but we cannot understand how men 
in responsible positions of leadership in our move- 
ment, anxious as we all are to prevent the flood- 
ing of California with idle labor, could recom- 
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mend labor camps where men were to be taken, 
voluntarily, or by compulsion, to do useful work 
for no other pay except their food and shelter. 

“. . . We believe that you should call a special 
session of the Legislature to consider the problem 
of unemployment.” 

oe ee 
MENACE OF THE ASH-CAN HAT 

It has long been a plague of the hat trade. 
But recently “the ash-can hat” has taken the cen- 
ter of the stage as a first-class menace, we read 
in “The Business Week.” 4 

“First the boom rise in the price of hats, then 
the depression, helped make a market” for these 
made-over discarded hats. The astonishing dec- 
laration that one out of every eight hats sold— 
250,000 dozen out of a total production of 2,000,- 
000 dozen yearly—is an ash-can resurrection, is 
made by no less an authority than the secretary- 
treasurer of the Hat Institute. “The Business 
Week” tells us more: : 

“New York has thirty plants devoted to the 
resurrection of ash-barrel hats. They are running 
full-and over-time, and their production just now 
is put as high as 2000 dozen a day. Chicago and 
St. Louis combined turn out about half as many. 
Formerly most of these old hats were sold by 
the stores where men left them. Now, 90 per cent 
of the remade hats are rescued from the ash- 
barrel. 

“At city dumps hats are collected and graded 
by quality. Then they are compressed into 1000- 
pound bales which are bid for at central ware- 
houses. They sell at 15 cents to 25 cents a pound, 
and they run about three hats to the pound. Dis- 
cards from stores are in better condition than the 
waifs from the ash-heaps; they command from 
$2.50 to $4.50 a dozen. 

“Factories clean the felt, turn it inside out, re- 
block with the addition of finishing powders, put 
on new bands, insert fresh linings and sweat 
leathers. If you do not look closely they appear 
to be new goods. Chain stores which give free 
hats with each suit use them. Jobbers distribute 
them nationally to retailers. Great quantities are 
sold in the South. The refinishing plants sell them 
at $7.50 to $14 a dozen, allowing retail prices 
of $1.50 to $2.50 each. So heavy has been recent 
demand that some New York plants were faced 
with a shortage until shipments from the trash 
heaps of the Pacific Coast relieved the tension.” 

Se eee 
WILL FIGHT THEATER TAX 

Theatrical trade unions and other organized 
groups in the theater plan vigorous opposition 
to the 10 per cent admission tax proposed by Sec- 
retary of the Treasury Mellon. At a meeting in 
New York organization of a national association 
to fight the proposed tax was unanimously in- 
dorsed. There is at present a tax of 10 per cent 
applying to theater tickets of more than $3. Mel- 
lon proposes to make the tax apply to any admis- 
sion price of more than 10 cents. 
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RAILROAD WORKERS GIVEN AWARD 

Six controversies, involving $40,000 in back pay, 
were settled by arbitration last week in favor of 
members of the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks 
on the Baltimore & Ohio, says a dispatch from 
Baltimore. 

The biggest case dates back to 1925, when an 
agreement was made with the company under 
which clerks were to receive 50 per cent of what 
the railroad saved by following recommendations 
made by a “joint fact-finding committee” of rep- 
resentatives of the workers and the management. 

The men claimed they had not received the en- 
tire amount due them under this arrangement, and 
their contention was finally sustained by an arbi- 
tration board last week. 

Other cases involved: payment of overtime for 
Sunday work at certain points, and the alleged 
unjust discharge of two clerks. 
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OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 
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William -Green, president of the American Fed-_ 


eration of Labor, isstied. the following statement 
on learning of the: resignation of Mr. Justice 
‘Holmes as a member of the Supreme Court of 
‘the United States: 

“The great masses of the people composed of 
‘working men and women are filled with a deep 
‘sense of loss over the resignation of Mr. Justice 
‘Holmes as a member of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. He is- greatly beloved by these 
‘groups. He occupies a very large place in their 
‘hearts and affections. 

: “During all his years of service to the country 
as a member of the Supreme Court he never wav- 
ered-in his- devotion to those humane principles 
which he espoused as a young lawyer and later as 
@ great judge. He made the Constitution of the 
‘United States an actual force for good and a safe- 

guard of the rights and liberties of the citizens of 
the United -States. ‘He refused to accept thé doc- 
trine that the Constitution was inflexible and’ im- 
possible ‘of application to changing modern indus- 
trial and. social life. He saw in the. Constitution 
an instrumentality thoroughly adapted to human 
needs and changing conditions of life. : 

“The men and women of labor will always hold 
him in high esteem and with reverential regard. 
We wish for him many years of enjoyment of the 
rest which he has so valiantly earned. We hope 
that Divine Providence will be kind and that his 
life will be spared for many years to come. i 

“In bidding farewell to this great public ser- 
vant, this great jurist, this noble humanitarian, we 
express the earnest hope that.a-man of his type, 
character and vision will be selected to serve as 
his successor.” : 

————_-___—_- 3 
FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT AID 

The Senate sub-committee which has been hold- 
ing hearings on the unemployment relief meas- 
ures before that body has concluded its labors. 
Chairman La Follette, sponsor of one of the meas- 
ures under consideration, took the view that the 
need for federal help had already been proved by 
the testimony. 

“The evidence proved conclusively the urgent 

necessity for action on the part of the federal 
government,” La Follette said, “in affording as- 
sistance to cities, counties and states to meet their 
problems. 
. “The testimony is overwhelming that the need 
is growing and resources are diminishing and that 
we need to act if there is not to be unprecedented 
suffering. in the. next few months.” 

Walter Gifford, director of President Hoover's 
Unemployment Relief Committee, testified before 
the La Follette sub-committee that federal relief 
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is not necessary. He said that local committees 
would be able to handle the problem. He declared, 
however, that “he would favor federal relief if it 
-became necessary.” 

The ‘United States Chamber of Commerce sub- 
mitted the result of a referendum taken by that 


; body. which showed that 2479 local trade organiza- 
: tions throughout the country had voted against 

-)- federal appropriations for unemployment relief, 
-while 194 had voted against it. 


Many relief workers and welfare experts testi- 
fied during the committee hearings that federal 
appropriations were necessary to meet the relief 


problems andthe movement was supported by the 


American Federation of Labor. 

Meanwhile, the Red Cross announced that “all 
available resources” would be used by the national 
organization to- meet four present relief emer- 
gencies, including that of jobless miners. 

Commenting on Gifford’s assertion before the 
committee that the organization was devoting 
$1.000,000 to the prevention of suffering in the coal 
fields, Chairman Payne of the Red Cross said it 
was “impossible” to allocate any specific amount 
to any one emergency. He listed the current prob- 
lems of. the’ Red Cross as unemployment, the 
Tallahatchie river floods, needy Indians in the 
West, and drought relief in five Northwestern 
States. 

He added that eighty-eight Red Cross chapters 
are at work in mining districts, an increase of 


oes in a few weeks. 
ag 
DR. BUTLER AND THE SAGE 

“Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, learned and sin- 
.cere head. of ‘Columbia University, who wants the 
United States to join the League of Nations, says 
our staying out is ‘stupid isolation.’ Suppose Dr. 
Butler. were ‘told that his Columbia University 
must join the Booker Washington Institution, the 
local university of Haiti. Suppose Dr. Butler were 
told to combine his big university, its distinct 
methods, ideas and plans, with thirty or forty 
others, and accept opinions of the others as to 
how Columbia University should be run, what 
would he say? He would say, ‘No, thank you. 
Columbia knows what it. wants to do and proposes 
to do. it without outside help.’ ” 

So says “the greatest of all columnists,” the 
man who daily astonishes the world with his ver- 
satility of knowledge and experience and with a 
Pecksniffian wave of the pen thrusts aside all 
obstacles which oppose man in his many activities 
and..gives us:the answer to all-problems. If the 
above quotation had been the work of a high 
school - boy-in. debate with his fellows for class 
honors it would merely have evoked an indulgent 
smile; but coming from one who assumes an au- 
thoritative pose on so many world questions, it 
scarcely seems sincere. 

There is no analogy between the hypothetical 
question submitted to Dr. Butler and the posi- 
tion of the League of Nations with regard to its 
member governments. The League of Nations, of 
course, does not tell its member governments 
“how they shall be run”; and if it did it would 
have a far heavier task than it now has. It seeks 
a means of bringing to the council table instead 
of the battlefield controversies: between nations 
which, even though resort to arms can not be 
avoided, eventually must come to the council table 
for final adjustment. In other words, it encourages 
discussion before instead of after bloody warfare. 
Surely this is a desirable objective, and surely Dr. 
Butler is justified in regarding as “stupid isola- 
tion” the attitude of the United States with regard 
to the League. 

Because, after all, there is really no “isolation” 
possible for the United States, whether in or out 
of the League. Only last week our government 
“did without outside help” to the extent of telling 
Japan what she should or should not do in Man- 
churia. Some years ago a President of the United 
States demanded of a foreign country that a cer- 
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tain United States citizen be handed over alive 


or a certain bandit be delivered dead. These acts 
are not the acts of an isolationist nation. The 
world has become so small and the interests of 
all nations have become so intermeshed that iso- 
lation is impossible for any nation, unless it be 
some.small principalities and republics in Europe 
that make no pretensions to world activities and 
exist only by the sufferance of their neighbors. 
ee 

MOST DEADLY THREAT TO LABOR 

“Eight million men out of work have less inter- 
est just at present in curbing the injunctive power 
of the federal courts than in finding jobs of some 
sort,” says the San Francisco “News,” in an edi- 
torial captioned, “Lawless Injunctions.” The local 
newspaper continues in a vein which shows that 
it realizes more clearly than does many a member 
of organized labor the serious peril that lies in the 
almost unlimited power of the judiciary: 

“Yet labor’s future, beyond the immediate emer- 
gency, will be determined to a great extent by 
success or failure of the anti-injunction bill which 
Congress will be asked to vote on at this session. 

“In the past thirty years the injunction has 
become the most deadly threat raised against labor. 
It has been used over and over again to nullify 
the tentative advantages of collective bargaining 
and stay labor’s weapon, the strike. 

“The Senate bill strictly limits use of the injunc- 
tion to cases where it is necessary to prevent ac- 
tual violence. It brands ‘yellow dog’ contracts 
as contrary to public policy. It writes into federal 
statutes the right of organized labor to bargain 
collectively.” 

——— 
CHARITY UNDER COMPULSION 

The policy that employers should force their 
employees to contribute to charity funds is finding 
advocates in employer periodicals. 

In the “American Machinist,” an employer peri- 
odical devoted to the widest possible extension of 
labor-displacing machinery, H. L. Lackman says: 

“An employer, having first satisfied himself that 
the funds are properly handled, should proceed to 
sell the scheme to his employees. If adequate con- 
tributions are not forthcoming, a definite percent- 
age of earnings should be fixed as a maximum and 
insisted upon.” 

This means that employers, not content with 
the billions of profits they make every year out 
of the labor of their employees, propose to com- 
pel those employees to spend a portion of their 
wages in the support of certain institutions ap- 
proved by the employers. 

Such a policy does violence to American insti- 
tutions.. It is not a credit to employers. It is op- 
posed by labor. All workers should be free to 
spend their income as they see fit without any 
compelling force from employers. 

gee 
ON “LETTING GEORGE DO IT” 

Have been pretty busy in and around San Fran- 
cisco helping to iron out some of the differences 
and difficulties, and got by in nice shape. It is 
noticeable that in locals where the membership 
is awake and attending meetings of the wu 
regularly, the process of “ironing out” is mud 
easier than in the locals where “George will have 
to do it” the year around. Leaving everything to 
the officials makes the work for the officials much 
stiffer, and often they are at sea as just how to 
handle themselves. I hope this depression will 
have one good effect upon the membership, 
namely, to bring home to them the necessity of 
attending the meetings of their local oftener than 
in the past, and assisting the officers in shaping 
the destinies of the union—Hugo Ernst in 
“Catering Industry Employee.” 


COVETOUSNESS VS. POSSESSION 
The new premier says Japan doesn’t covet a foot 
of Manchuria. Well, Uncle Sam no longer covets 
Texas.—Birmingham “News.” 
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The laugh.of the recent freak California storm 
came from a Los Angeles woman who believed 
firmly in southern California climate and awoke 
to find her lawn white, says a news dispatch. She 
telephoned a complaint to a Los Angeles news- 
paper to the effect that “some movie company has 
put a snow scene on my lawn without my per- 
mission.” It was only when she went out and 
touched the snow and found it real that she was 
convinced that her beloved climate had tricked her. 
All of which should, of course, convince the 
stranger that it was an “unusual” occurrence. 

* ok * * * 

Governor Pinchot is now remarking that since 
Senator Reed declared months ago that federal aid 
would not be needed, as “Pennsylvania would take 
care of her own,” and now Reed’s personally con- 
trolled State Legislature has failed to make good 
that promise, it seems to be up to Mr. Reed—or 
Mr. Mellon—or someone—to come across. 

* * * * 

Referring to the mandamus proceedings brought 
by the City of Pasadena involving the legality of 
the “prevailing wage” law, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor News Service says: “The Supreme 
Court of California will of course confirm the right 
of the California Legislature to declare that em- 
ployers, whether private contractors or municipal 
authorities, have not the legal power to pay citi- 
zens employed on public works less than the pre- 
vailing wage rate in the locality where the work 
is done. To decide otherwise would be to give 
a free hand to reactionary employers, both private 
and public, to pay wages far lower than required 
to maintain American living standards.” 

* * * * 

A budget which provides a “balanced ration,” 
with no surplus, which is supposed to feed a fam- 
ily of five at a cost of something like $5 or $6 a 
week, has been worked out by a bureau of the 
Department of Agriculture. One is tempted to 
inquire as to the purpose of these calculations and 
the apparent waste of time of government em- 
ployees in their compilation. Is it that the de- 
partment is at a loss to find work for its army of 
“statisticians”? The opinion is expressed by 
“Labor” that the publication of such schemes by 
a government bureau “helps to salve the con- 
sciences of the well-to-do and thereby increases 
the difficulty of getting adequate relief’ for the 
destitute. It would be a good plan to compel these 
jugglers of figures to exist on the budgets they 
work out for others. 

* * * * 

The Market Street Railway has conceived a 
sudden interest in the financial welfare of its em- 
ployees and has introduced a plan whereby out 
of their meager earnings they will be allowed to 
deposit sums of money to be invested in the 
securities of the company. Later the by-laws of 
the trust may be altered “to permit some of the 
money to be put into high grade government or 
municipal bonds.” The generous company agrees 
to put into the trust 20 cents for every dollar 
subscribed by the employees. If the Market Street 
Railway is really interested in its employees’ wel- 
fare it should put them on an equality with men 
similarly employed in this city as to wages, and 
the employees themselves will then be able to 
finance their own welfare plans. Beware of the 
Greeks “bringing gifts.” 

* * * * 


Just before the Christmas holidays the news- 


Papers reported the death of a ‘woman in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., from radio ‘poisoning incurred nine 
years ago painting watch dials in a Chicago fac- 
tory. For nine long years the victim: fought 
against the horrible poisoning, but it finally over- 
came her. Effects of industrial disease, like the 
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BRIEF REVIEWS OF LOCAL AND WORLD HAPPENINGS 


effects of war, are often late in manifesting them- 
selves, but they are none the less terrible because 
of the delay. Some day society will become wise 
and civilized enough to end both war and indus- 
trial disease, two unnecessary scourges of the hu- 
man race. 

* * * * 

Senator John J. Blaine of Wisconsin has intro- 
duced in the Senate two bills to which believers 
in the civil rights guaranteed-by the Constitution 
can give full approval. One is a joint resolution 
calling on the President to issue a general proc- 
lamation of amnesty restoring full rights to the 
1500 men and women convicted under the espion- 
age act during the world war. The other is a bill 
outlawing in criminal prosecutions in the federal 


- courts evidence obtained by wire-tapping, says an 


I. L. N. S. writer. The 1500 espionage act victims 
cited were mostly obscure working and trades 
people, farmers, pacifists, Socialists and I. W. W. 
members—humble folks all. Because of something 
they said or wrote in opposition to the war they. 
were convicted. In many states these one-time 
political prisoners are denied the right of voting, 
holding public office, or serving on juries. 
* * * * 

“The Federation of American Business,” what- 
ever else it may be, is not afflicted with modesty 
or awe of the powers that be in the legislative 
halls at Washington. Its tirade against the “gov- 
ernment in business” and “government competi- 
tion with private business” is so much in line with 
the administration’s views -that a suspicion is 
created that the “Federation” is a creation of Re- 
publican politicians. This is confirmed by the ease 
with which its sensational memorial found its way 
to the reading clerk’s desk in the Senate and the 
avidity with which Republican newspapers fea- 
tured it. The word has gone out that nothing of 
a paternalistic or altruistic nature must be entered 
upon by Congress—except as it applies to bolster- 
ing up mismanaged railroads and banking insti- 
tutions. Unemployment insurance, federal relief 
for workers and kindred subjects are not in the 
agenda laid down by business interests for action 
by Congress. 

: * * * * 

On the ground that Andrew Mellon, Secretary 
of the Treasury, is concerned with private business 
in violation of law, Representative Wright Patman 
of Texas has offered a resolution in the House for 
the impeachment of Mellon. 

* * * * 

Referring to the recent appointments to the 
State Board of Education, the Byron “Times” 
says: “This gives to the Rolph administration six 
members on the state board—a majority of one. 
The taxpayers will not soon again witness an 
award to an Eastern publishing house for the im- 
portation of school books in carload lots. Gov- 
ernor Rolph is deserving of the fullest praise for 
ethe courage he has shown in his fight to keep all 
possible employment going in California.” 

* * * * 

Theodore Dreiser, the famous American author, 
has just published a new book, “Tragic America,” 
dealing with the conditions prevailing in Harlan 
County, Kentucky, where the war between miners 
and operators has resulted in a reign of terror. 
He assails the big Morgan, Insull, Ford and Mellon 
interests, which, he says, are “grinding the coal 
miners to uncivilized living conditions,” and the 
corporation police for perpetration of lawless ter- 
ror upon strikers. Scores of miners, he says, have 
~been arrested merely to intimidate them. He 
assails the church and charity as they exist as 
expressions of capitalism, and decries their con- 
trol of wealth and their distribution of it. In fact, 
he denounces the whole system of government 


and declares the constitution to be “a scrap of 
paper.” There is much to justify Dreiser’s con- 


: demnation of conditions in Harlan County, and if 
he succeeds in drawing the attention of the coun- 


try to them some good may result. However, 
there is not likely to be peace there so long as 
a communist organization is successful in delud- 
ing the workers into the hope that relief will come 
from that source. 

* * * * 

The new city government has started a shake-up 
that has for its object the elimination of abuses by 
city officials and employees of the telephone. and 
automobile privileges. It is claimed that officials, 
including supervisors, have been charging private 
telephone calls to the city and that automobiles 
owned by the city have been used for private pur- 
poses. Chief Administrator Cleary is reported to 
have stated that he expected to cut down the city’s 
telephone bill by $20,000. 

* * * * 

Is the president of the Market Street Railroad 
trying to spoof the public? He intimates that the 
officers of his company have been pestered by 
appeals from employees for advice as to invest- 
ment of their surplus funds. The question arises, 
How can a surplus be accumulated from such 
wages as are paid by the privately operated street 
car company? 

* * * * 

“You have a right to a chance to work,” Pinchot 
told Father Cox’s “army.” “Civilized government 
is a failure if men who are able and willing. to 
work to support their families can not get the 
chance.” And this is a “right” that must be estab- 
lished before this country can be said to fave 
lived up to the ideals of its founders. 

* * * * 

Charles G. Dawes has been named to ‘head the 
two billion dollar reconstruction corporation, emem:. 
before the measure has emerged from the congres- 
sional mill. Full agreement, however, is expected? 
as only a few divergent views remain to. be har- 
monized. The corporation is expected to relieve 
the business situation by “thawing out” billions 
of dollars of “frozen assets.” 

* * * * 

With reference to “frozen assets,” Donald R. 
Richberg, speaking for the organized railroad 
workers before the La Follette sub-committee last 
week, said: 

“What ‘frozen asset’ is more deserving of sym- 
pathy and relief than the asset of a capacity and 
willingness to work which is frozen in a man who 
cannot find a job? Unless the frozen assets of 
American manhood are kept alive this winter, 
other frozen assets will take a long time to thaw, 
and something more than hot air and credit cor- 
porations may be required to do the work.” 

— Sg 
EMPLOYMENT IN BRITAIN. 


The improvement in British employment, which: 
began at the end of September, has continued,. 
according to the government’s latest statistics. 
Up to Christmas 118,000 more people were em- 
ployed than in December, 1930. From the end of 
November to December 21 the total number of 
persons on the registers of employment bureaus 
fell from 2,620,000. to 2,508,000. The number of 
jobless men fell by 59,000, women by 42,000. and 
boys and girls by 11,000. reals 

: ; a 
MOLDERS’ OFFICIAL RETIRES 

Ill health has compelled ‘Second Vice-Presiderit 
John H. Barnett to resign as an-officer of the 
International Moldets’ Union of North America. 
He is a resident of Toronto, and has held office © 
for nineteen years. : 
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FOR AMERICAN MARINE 


One day last week, says Donald Ramsey in 
“Labor,” thirteen liners came into New York 
harbor from cruises to Bermuda and the West 
Indies. Not one displayed the American flag. 

While these foreign crews were at work the 
American ships, Leviathan, George Washington 
and America, were tied up in Hoboken, their 
sailors were idle and many were on the breadline. 

Thus the American flag and American sailors 
are being driven off the seas, despite the billions 
the American people invested in the merchant 
marine during the World War. 

Even those vessels which are operating under 
the American flag and benefiting from the tre- 
mendous subsidies paid by the national govern- 
ment are carrying foreign crews. These subsidies 
are so immense that, to use the words of Andrew 
Furuseth, president of the Seaman’s Union, “in 
return for carrying a few bags of mail the owner 
frequently receives more than enough to pay the 
cost of an entire trip.” 

In an effort to remedy the situation in part, 
Congressman E, L. Davis of Tennessee, chairman 
of the House Committee on Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries, has introduced a bill which will make 
Section 405-c of the Merchant Marine act of 1928 
effective. 

This section provides that all licensed officers 
of vessels flying the American flag shall be citizens 
of this country, and that for the next four years 
one-half of the crew shall be citizens, and there- 
after two-thirds of the crew shall be citizens. 

“We can never have a real American merchant 
marine without American personnel,” said Con- 
gressman Davis. “This constitutes the most im- 
portant element.” 

His bill is so manifestly fair that Mr. Davis 
hopes to be able to get it through without material 
opposition. It would go into effect in sixty days, 
and would give American sailors at least 50 per 
cent'of the jobs on American vessels subsidized 
by the government. 

—————— 
BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL 


The regular weekly meeting of the San Fran- 
cisco Building Trades Council on Thursday eve- 
ning, January 14, heard a report from Business 
Agent Nicholas to the effect that the Saturday 
non-working day rule was in some instances being 
ignored by home builders. 

M. Miskel, representing Plumbers’ Union No. 
442, was seated as a delegate. 

General President MacDonald reported the ad- 
justment of a misunderstanding between contrac- 
tors and the Santa Barbara Building Trades 
Council, and that work had been resumed under 
100 per cent union conditions. He also reported 
that Secretary Doyle and himself had acted as 
spokesmen for organized labor at a meeting of 
the Public Utilities Commission in insisting that 
the Southern Pacific-Golden Gate Ferries Com- 
pany, Ltd., should be required to commence con- 
struction of new slips in accordance with the 
terms of its franchise. 

The Council decided that the appointment of a 
committee to deal with unemployment relief was 
not permissible under the laws of the Council. 
The suggestion for the committee had been made 
by a delegate from the Painters’ Union. A dis- 
cussion of unemployment relief plans ensued, and 
it was generally the opinion that local, state and 
federal officials, corporate interests and men of 
wealth should take the necessary steps to create 
employment. 

Se es 


NOTHING WORSE CAN HAPPEN 


Anyone who has lived through 1931 safely ought 
not to be afraid of anything 1932 can do to him.— 
Minneapolis “Journal.” 


EXCELLENT LAW NULLIFIED 


Efforts to enforce the Oregon law requiring the 
labelling of prison-made goods were nullified last 
Friday by a decision of Circuit Judge Latourette 
of Oregon City, sitting in Multnomah county, 
says the “Oregon Labor Press.” 

The Moulders’ Union of Portland, through Dis- 
trict Attorney Lotus L. Langley, had sought to 
compel the E. C. Hexter Company to comply with 
the state law and brand prison-made stoves as 
provided under the law. The Hexter company 
handles the output of the Liberty Range Works 
of Nashville, Tenn., a company which employs 
convicts of the Tennessee prison in its plants. The 
Hexter company was granted an injunction by 
Judge Latourette upon the grounds that the law 
interferes with interstate commerce and is un- 
constitutional until. after 1934,, when the Hawes- 
Cooper act, passed by the national congress in 
1929, will become effective. The stoves are sold 
under the trade names of “Cascade,” “Beauty,” 
“Ideal,” “Model,” and “Quick Cook,” and are 
distributed through retail dealers in Portland and 
the Northwest. 

GAS COMPANY DEFENDS ITSELF 


Resolutions adopted by the Los Angeles County 
Council of the American Legion, Department of 
California, on January 8, have called forth a 
vigorous reply from A. F. Hockenbeamer, presi- 
dent of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. 

The resolutions of the veterans’ organizations 
call the attention of the governor of California to 
alleged wasteful production of natural gas in 
excess of the ratio fixed by law, and urge neces- 
sary action to compel the companies to comply 
with the letter and spirit of the law. 

Mr. Hockenbeamer’s reply is summed up as 
follows: 

“Pacific Gas and Electric Company does not 
believe the contentions of the Legion Council’s 
resolution are sound. Our own _ investigations 
establish that natural gas development has created 
jobs for oil workers, and has created also thou- 
sands of other jobs that have helped to relieve 
unemployment. Furthermore, natural gas is not 
only saving money for consumers but is proving 
itself an important factor of industrial growth and 
operations. Any curtailment such as is suggested 
by the resolution would, we feel certain, seriously 
and injuriously affect the entire state.” 

—_———_- @—. 


NOVEMBER WAGE CUTS 


Four hundred and ninety manufacturing plants, 
out of 16,170 reporting to the United States Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics in November, cut wages, 
the reductions averaging 10.7 per cent and 134,- 
368 workers being affected, the bureau announces. 
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ELEVATES LABOR’S FOE 


President Hoover has appointed Judge James 
H. Wilkerson of the Federal District Court in 
Chicago as a judge of the Seventh United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals. ‘ 

In the railroad shopmen’s strike of 1922 Judge 
Wilkerson issued one of the most drastic injunc- 
tions against the rail unions that ever came from 
a federal judge. It was obtained from Wilkerson 
by Harry Daugherty, then attorney general of the 
United States, who a few months before had rec- 
ommended Wilkerson for the judgeship. 

The injunction deprived the shopmen of their 
elementary rights as American citizens and threw 
all the influence of the government on the side of 
the railroad owners. 

On September 18, 1922, the executive council 
of the American Federation of Labor issued a 
statement condemning the injunction and urged 
mass meetings to protest against it and to lay 
the basis for a proposed impeachment of the at- 
torney general. 

The fight against the confirmation of Wilker- 
son’s nomination will be conducted before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, whose chairman is 
Senator George Norris of Nebraska. 

By a remarkable coincidence, the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee is considering anti-injunction 
legislation by which it is believed the judicial 
monstrosities like the one which Wilkerson issued 
in 1922 will be prohibited by federal law. 

ee eee 
DEATHS IN UNION RANKS 

The following deaths of members of local 
unions have been reported during the last week: 
James William Haskins, member of Pile Drivers’ 
Union No. 34; Harry Bar, Brotherhood of Team- 
sters; Charles B. Christensen, Marine Firemen’s 
Union; Neil H. Doyle, Chauffeurs’ Union No. 265. 
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AN INFLUENTIAL BODY 


A memorial to Congress which is described as 
“a blistering indictment” of that body for squan- 
dering millions of dollars and bringing the nation 
to the verge of bankruptcy was read in the United 
States Senate on Monday last. It was sent to the 
desk by Senator Watson of Indiana, Republican 
floor leader, instead of being filed, as is customary, 
and that action was explained by the senator as 
warranted by “the influence of the men” composing 
the memorialist body, “and the objectives they 
have in view.” 

The organization presenting the memorial was 
the Federation of American Business, “a national 
organization of big and little business men, with 
headquarters in Chicago, which is dedicated to 
taking the government out of business enterprises 
and a radical curtailment of federal activities and 
expenditures.” 

After scolding Congress for the tremendous in- 
crease in the cost of government and the growing 
burden of taxes, the memorial cited the tremendous 
appropriations made each session and called at- 
tention to the present estimated deficit of twenty- 
one hundred million dollars in the revenues. “It 
is perfectly obvious that your credit is burning 
up,” continued the memorial. 

“You can not cure unemployment by precipi- 
tating national bankruptcy.” “Taxes must come 
down if agriculture, industry and commerce are 
to recover,” “Your Farm Board, with a reckless 
squandering of millions, has disrupted agricultural 
unity.” These are some of the startling state- 
ments of the document. 

In closing the memorial says: “These and simi- 
lar follies must be ended, and ended at once, if 
we are not to be engulfed in a common ruin. The 
business men of the country, regardless of party, 
demand that government cease its policy of med- 
dling and repression and perform the political 
functions for which it was created. They insist 
upon reductions in the budget and an end of gov- 
ernment competition with private business, and 
they will hold public officials responsible.” 

———_@_______ 


CONGRATULATIONS TO MURPHY 


The Civic League of Improvement Clubs and 
Associations has sent a lengthy letter of con- 
gratulation to Daniel C. Murphy on his recent 
appointment as member of the Public Utilities 
Commission, in which it says in part: 

“In offering its congratulations to you for your 
appointment to the Public Utilities Commission 
of the City and County of San Francisco, the 
Civic League of Improvement Clubs and Associa- 
tions desires to draw to your attention the earnest 
desire of the people to remove the utilities already 
owned by them entirely out of the realm of 
olities, if that be possible, and to manage them 
for thie best interests of the city’s entire popula- 
tiom, The creation of the commission by popular 
‘ote is a mandate that is unmistakable and can- 
10t otherwise be construed.” 

Se eS 


SANTA BARBARA TROUBLE SETTLED 


“The contractors and union men of Santa Bar- 
bara have settled their differences and have done 
so in a manner that has not worked any material 
hardship on the community,” says the “Union 
Labor News” of that city. All men of the build- 
ing trades have returned to work. 

Quoting Frank C. MacDonald, president of the 
California State Building Trades Council, the 
“News” continues: 

“Acting in compliance with the wishes of the 
employing contractors, the Building Trades Coun- 
cil has adopted a wage scale of from one dollar 
to a dollar and a half a day less than the present 
wage rate. This scale came within 50 cents of the 
Scale proposed by the employing contractors.” 
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CONFERENCE MEETING AT MODESTO 


The semi-annual meeting of the California Con- 
ference of Typographical Unions was held at Mo- 
desto on Sunday, January 10, with a good attend- 
ance of delegates and visitors. Much business of 
interest to the printing fraternity was transacted, 
and it was determined that redoubled efforts 
should be made in assisting the Stanislaus Central 
Labor Council in its fight against the Milk Pro- 
ducers’ Association of Central California and the 
Challenge Cream and Butter Association, em- 
ployees of which concerns have been on strike for 
more than a year 

Among the speakers were C. M. Baker, presi- 
dent of San Francisco Typographical Union No. 
21; George H. Knell, a member of the board of 
trustees of the Union Printers’ Home in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., also a member of San Francisco 
Union, and C. C. Nunnally, secretary-treasurer 
of the Stanislaus Central Labor Council and fifth 
vice-president of the California State Federation 
of Labor. Mr. Baker stated that the Pacific Coast, 
because it is not so generally industrialized, is 
far more fortunate than other sections of the 
country during the present period of general un- 
employment. 

The conference will meet quarterly hereafter, 
and Watsonville was selected as the place for 
holding the first quarterly meeting, on April 10. 
After adjournment the delegates and visitors en- 
joyed a banquet in the Odd Fellows’ Hall as 
guests of Modesto Typographical Union No. 689. 
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TO HEAR OPPONENTS OF BILL 

Chairman Norris of the Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary has announced that the committee 
will receive briefs up to January 25 from the op- 
ponents of proposed legislation restricting the 
power of federal judges to issue injunctions in 
Exhaustive hearings on the sub- 
ject were held during the last Congress. The com- 
mittee does not think it is necessary to repeat 
them at this session. 

————_-@__—___—___ 
DISCUSSING LOWER PRICES 


Barbers’ Union No. 148 of San Francisco has 
invited the union barber shop owners to meet 
and discuss the question of reduction in the prices 
of haircuts and shaves to the former level of 50 
cents and 25 cents. It is declared that many bar- 
bers feel that more customers would be attracted 
by the lower prices. East Bay barbers also are 
discussing the advisability of the reduction. 
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If a firm cannot place the Label of the 
Allied Printing Trades Council on your 
Printing, it is not a Union Concern. 


PINCHOT AND THE “DOLE” 


Governor Gifford Pinchot of Pennsylvania, ap- 
pearing as a witness before the La Follette com- 
mittee in Washington, predicted trouble in his 
state if the federal government did not come to 
the relief of the unemployed. 

Pinchot declared the emergency cannot be met 
without federal aid and added that “it ought not 
to be met without federal aid because it is the 
way of making the rich meet the emergency, as it 
ought to be met.” 

The governor said the dole is called a dole when 
national money is used, but is not called a dole 
when state or local funds are used for the same 
purpose. 

“The word ‘dole’ has been used as a cry to scare 
the child,” he told the committee, ; 

Pinchot was asked if he regarded the situation 
an emergency calling for national legislation. 

“Emphatically, I do,” he replied. 
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VETERANS WANT FULL PAYMENT 

Individual members of local veterans’ organiza- 
tions are reported to be enlisting support toward 
adoption of the bill introduced in Congress by 
Representative Wright Patman of Texas, in which 
full cash payment of adjusted service certificates 
would be authorized. A recent address by Con- 
gressman Patman is being circulated as an answer 
to criticisms of the measure. 
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for the small bungalow, flat or apart- 
ment. The quality of Jacquard and the 
construction is guaranteed the best 
money can buy for a moderate price. 
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(This department is conducted by the 
president of San Francisco Typo- 
graphical Union No. 21) 

The January meeting of the union on last Sun- 
day brought out an attendance which taxed the 
capacity of the auditorium of the Labor Temple. 
Consideration of the proposed relief plan was not 
concluded, and the union adjourned to meet again 
on Sunday, January 24, at 1 p. m., in the same hall 
in the Labor Temple. While the debate at times 
became quite heated the meeting was an orderly 
one and the best of fellowship prevailed. An even 
larger attendance is expected the coming Sunday, 
and it is expected that the necessary business can 
be concluded at an early hour. 

Just as the Labor Clarion goes to press word 
is received of the death of W. B. Hammond of 
the “News” chapel. Mr. Hammond passed away 
at Willits, and it is understood that the body will 
be shipped to San, Francisco, where funeral serv- 
ices will be held. 

President J. F. Dalton of Los Angeles Typo- 
graphical Union was a visitor in San Francisco 
last week. President Dalton attended the January 
meeting of the union, and in addressing the meet- 
ing gave a resume of conditions existing in the 
southern portion of the state. Mr. Dalton branded 
as greatly exaggerated newspaper reports of a 
five-inch snow in Los Angeles. 

From Seattle comes the news that the Seattle 
“Times” is apparently feeling the effects of the 
fight. being waged by Seattle Mailers’ Union No. 
32 against the “Times” as a result of the action 
of that paper in locking out members of the 
Mailers’ Union. The “Times” recently ran on its 
first page a large “box” accompanied by editorial 
comment in column 1 announcing that it was 
“produced” by union labor, that it “favored” the 
unions, sometimes to its own disadvantage, and 
solicited continued support and sympathy of the 
people of Seattle. The next day the Seattle “Star” 
ran a first page editorial burlesquing the “Times’” 
appeal. From additional reports from Seattle the 
“Times” has made no further move to carry out 
the announcements made some time back of cuts 
in wages in its mechanical departments. 

Information from Long Beach is to the effect 
that Long Beach Typographical Union has begun 
preparations for entertaining the 1932 convention 
of the International Typographical Union. 

Two of the leading cities of the Province of 
Alberta, Canada, have chosen their mayors from 
the ranks of union printers. In Calgary, the largest 
city in the province, “Andy” Davidson, member 
of Calgary Union, was in December re-elected to 
the office of mayor; and in Edmonton, “Dan” 
Knott, member of Edmonton Union, was elected 
the executive head of the city government, and 
more than 150 members of the printing trades 
crafts tendered to-Mr. Knott a banquet in recog- 
nition of his election to the mayoralty. 

From the Los Angeles “Citizen” it is learned 
that Francis Drake, known to many of our mem- 
bers, is confined to his home and has been seri- 
ously ill. Mr. Drake is president of the Los An- 
geles Fire and Police Commission, and was for 
many years editor of the “Citizen” and other labor 
papers in the south. 

Attention is directed to the display advertise- 
ment concerning the Baker, Hamilton & Pacific 
Company appearing in this issue. Members of the 
printing trades crafts owe it to themselves to 
administer a stinging rebuke to this wage-slashing, 
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reactionary concern. A vigorous campaign of pub- 
licity will be inaugurated and. the facts furnished 
to every hardware and paint dealer on the Pacific 
slope. In the meantime those who condemn the 
increasing hours of labor and the decreasing of 
wages can assist greatly by purchasing only paints 
and hardware distributed by firms interested in 
promoting prosperity of the territory which they 
serve. 


“Shopping News” Chapel Notes—By G. E. M. Jr. 

Charles Cantrell breaks into print again! You 
remember, a month or so ago, Charlie had a seri- 
ous accident to his left foot—that was misfortune. 
The silver lining in Charlie’s cloud, however, was 
in the shape of a $1000 check. Yes, you guessed 
it—cigars, cigarettes, candies for the girls. And 
by the way, Charlie is tripping the light fantastic 
once again. 

“Uncle” Tom Bookman isn’t feeling any too 
well these chilly days. Old man “Rheumatiz” is 
pulling at Tom’s legs, so Tom’s going to try the 
heat treatment once or twice a day for a few days. 
Here’s hoping relief and a cure come quickly. 
We sure miss you, Tom! 

Jack Dalton, president of Los Angeles Union 
No. 174, and past president of the California State 
Federation of Labor, was a visitor last Monday. 
Jack reiterates what we all know—very unsettled 
conditions in southern California, with now and 
then a little snow and rain. Or, from a southern- 
er’s standpoint—liquid sunshine. 

Following a brief business session the 1932 
officers of the Alex Dulfer-“Shopping News” Em- 
ployees’ Association were installed at a dinner 
dance in the Red Room of the Fairmont Hotel 
last Saturday evening, Rene Held acting as mas- 
ter of ceremonies. 

There’s still ‘considerable business to transact 
in the proposed relief measure before the union 
next Sunday. And if you would have first-hand 
information plan to be at the Labor Temple with- 
out fail. Here’s an opportunity to help those who 
are trying to help themselves—also those who 
need help. Be there—you’ll not regret it. It’s 
important! 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 

Sunday was regular monthiy meeting date for 
Typo Union, and great was the crowd thereat— 
greater, though, the interest in the proposed five- 
day law for relief of unemployment. At 6 p. m. 
adjournment was taken to next Sunday. From 
this chapel we venture the guess no less than 
twenty-five were present. Should this hold good 
in future No. 21, through its custom of rebating 
30 cents to members who attend, stands to lose 
plenty of cush. 

Changes in I. T. U. law made by the Boston 
convention went into effect January 1. One change, 
that of collecting dues from four-year apprentices, 
should prove our interest in their welfare. 

A gentleman connected with a press association, 
Claypool by name, in a radio talk last week as- 
serted newspapers can get along without editors; 
candidly, he said, most of them do. But, he added, 
newspapers cannot get along without printers. 
Hope he’s right. 

Those crutches of his, orated “Bull” Donnelly, 
“Herb” Ryder should present to comps who’ve 
developed fallen arches and hoof and mouth dis- 
ease, since being vouchsafed information of 10 
per centums. ’S ’tuff, sure is. 

“Eddie” (Gorilla) Schmidt was almost in tears. 
“I’m awfully sorry to hear you’re gonna lose the 
bonus, ‘Ape.’” Eddie calls him “Ape” for short. 
Ape: “I may lose the bonus, but sure as shooting 
I ain’t never lost-no Graham-Paige. stock.” 

How jokes sometimes backfire was told at ’31 
Boston convention. Before a convention years ago 
a motion was made to send to referendum a prop- 
osition definitely aligning the I. T. U. in favor of 
prohibition. Any organization in those days pro- 
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posing to bring an assemblage to town solicited 
business houses for assistance. The Typograph- 
ical Union in whose town this ‘convention was 
held followed custom, not even excluding a dis- 
tillery, which responded by placing a quart of its 
best whisky on each delegate’s desk every morning. 
And the delegates, waving their quarts and laugh- 
ing heartily at the joke, passed the motion. But 
the best part of the joke was, it passed at the 
referendum and still is I. T. U. law. 

At lunch Harry Beach kept ordering grub, and 
what’s more, he ate it; unusual behavior, generally 
sinkers and Java sufficing. Comments by table- 
mates prompted. Harry to explain he had been 
Phil Scott’s breakfast guest that morning. 

A dispatch from Brisbane, Australia, stated un- 
employed. women there had threatened to parade 
naked through main streets unless something was 
done in their behalf. Alfie Moore, setting the 
story, vocalized an opinion a trip to Brisbane to 
see the parade was unnecessary—there’ll be plenty 
of people here without clothes very soon, too. 

A party with an ultra-violet platform, Bell and 
Adams agreed, is essential these pie-eyed times. 
How, though, to attach it to paying adherents— 
that was something else yet. Diplomatically 
sounded out, Balthasar, as a prerequisite to cash, 
demanded they amend the platform to jibe with 
the color of his tresses, pale pink. Another pros- 
pect, Clarence Abbott, contingent on his coughing 
up, demanded it be made to conform to his shade, 
dirty blond. “Baldy” Holm insisted on a change 
also. Then it was the promoters blew up in verbal 
pyrotechnics. “How can we?” they caroled ex- 
plosively. “You ain’t got no hair.” 

Our choir leader, Eddie Porter, now will sing 
that beautiful old ballad, “Hooey, Hooey, I love 
it nice and gooey.” 

A week ago Friday Apprentice Barney O'Neill, 
Oakland resident, came in late but brought an 
absolutely original excuse to account for his 
tardiness. His electric alarm clock did not ring, 
he said, the electric storm having put electric 
wires out of order. Page Edison, Barney. 

Another storm story. From his storm and strife, 
who is visiting her parents in Big Sandy, Mont., 
Clarence Bossler received a letter telling’ about 
its freakiness. She started to drive from Big 
Sandy to Great Falls; a dust storm arose which 
soon turned into a blizzard and the thermometer 
dropped from 30 above to 20 below. It ruined 
her outing, she complained. 

6 ee 
GARMENT WORKERS LOCKED OUT 

For thirty-two years the R. L. McDonald Manu- 
facturing Company of St. Joseph, Mo., has been 
operating under union conditions, but without any 
previous notice it recently proceeded to lock out 
its employees, members of Garment Workers’ 
Union No. 104. 

a 

It is not difficult to procure printed matter bear- 
ing the union label. Call for the emblem of the 
Allied Printing Trades wher ordering printing. 
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MAILER NOTES 


p ly LEROY C. SMI 

Sixty-six out of No. 18’s membership of ninety- 
three answered roll call at January union meeting. 
Much interest was taken by those present in the 
business of the meeting. With but one dissenting 
vote the union voted a loan of $100 to the Seattle 
Mailers’ Union. A resolution was also introduced 
calling for the levying of an assessment of 50 
cents per member per month to assist the Seattle 
Mailers’ Union in its efforts to unionize the mail- 
ing room of the “Times.” 

The members of the Seattle local are displaying 
a fine spirit of solidarity. The members working 
on the other papers there have gone on a basis 
of working four days per week, and the member 
who lays off and hires one of the locked-out men 
of the “Times” to work for him then goes out 
and fills the locked-out man’s place doing strike 
duty. The locked-out members are standing firm 
to a man. The members have issued much fine 
literature, and also published ads in local papers, 
conducting a house-to-house canvass, including 
business firms, with good results thus far. For 
these militant members‘ claim the “Times” has 
already lost much advertising as well as about 
8000 of its circulation. Congratulations are ex- 
tended the Seattle Mailers’ Union, and especially 
the locked-out members, on their pluck and de- 
termination to win, and the able and aggressive 
fight they are making to establish something near 
a living wage and humane working conditions on 
the “Times.” They should receive the moral and 
financial support of every mailers’ local in the 
country, for their fight is in reality the fight of 
every printer and mailer member of the I. T. U., 
which is the only international any of us, Mailers 
particularly, look upon for strength and support 
in times of trouble, and even in sickness and old 
age. é 

By a secret ballot vote of 63 for to 3 against, 
this local’s five-day week plan, which has now 
been in operation for’a period of ninety days, and 
which~ ‘gives’ extra days to chairmen to rotate 
among subs, was continued for another three 
months. 

A careful reading of President Howard’s letter 
in “The Journal” for January should go a long 
way toward clarifying the atmosphere surround- 
ing the typo-mailer and mailer issues. The con- 
cluding paragraph of the president’s letter speaks 
eloquently and in well-chosen words. Don’t fail 
to read it. 
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WISCONSIN JOB INSURANCE LAW 


“The adoption of the frst American unemploy- 
ment compensation law by action of the special 
session of the Wisconsin Legislature, which was 
convened recently by Governor Phil LaFollette, is 
an event of surpassing significance,” declares the 
American Association for Labor Legislation. “This 
pioneer enactment of an American plan for unem- 
ployment reserve funds with provision for limited 
benefits to be paid by industry under careful state 
supervision,” declared John B. Andrews, secretary. 
of the association, “is a new milestone in the long 
trail from indifference and humiliating charity re- 
lief up toward a decent recognition of the con- 
tinuing responsibilities of industry for those who 
through no fault of their own are temporarily 
unemployed.” 

The Wisconsin law, the announcement contin- 
ues, follows a favorable report of the-official in- 
vestigating commission which was one of eight 
such state bodies created in 1931 as a result of 
the introduction in eighteen state legislatures of 
unemployment compensation bills based upon a 
plan published by the association one year ago. 
Other state commissions, it is stated, are still at 
work jn California, Oregon, Ohio, Connecticut, 
Masgachusetts and New York, and the federal 
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investigating committee announces it will favor 
national encouragement of state action for’ unem- 
ployment reserves by means of federal tax exemp- 
tions. 

The Wisconsin law requires employers to pay 
into a state fund an amount equal first to 2 per 
cent of wages paid and then 1 per cent until there 
is available $75 for each eligible employee. From 
this fund in temporary periods of involuntary un- 
employment benefits will be paid at the rate of 
50 per cent of weekly wages or $10 a week for 
not to exceed ten weeks. The law, which goes 
into effect on July 1, 1933, will be administered 
through. the State Industrial Commission which 
operates the public employment offices. 

See eee 


THE FIRST UNION OF WORKERS 


What was the first union of workers in the 
world has long been a matter of dispute, says 
“The Carpenter,” and will perhaps never be satis- 
factorily settled. Many trades lay claim to the 
honor of having the oldest union in existence, and 
one claim may be as good as the other. The Stone 
Masons and Stone Cutters’ Union, for instance, 
asserts that the stone masons and stone cutters 
engaged in the building of Solomon’s Temple were 
organized into a trade union, and we, have-no 
records to the contrary. Then Comeg¢ the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
and declares that the three sons of Noah, all-car- 
penters, organized during the erection of the Ark, 
and even called a strike on their old man and won 
out. Seriously, however, we do have authentic 
information that the first bona fide labor .organiza- 
tions or trade unions came into .being along in 
the latter part of the fifteenth century. Among 
these were the carpet weavers. of Brussels, the 
cutlery workers in England, the clay workers in 
Ireland, and others. The earliest known organiza- 
tion of painters was formed by a group of poor 
artists in Zurich, Switzerland, along in the six- 
teenth century, and it is to these gentlemen, we 
have been told, that the Brotherhood of Painters 
owes the emblem of trade, a palette and brushes, 
which is worn by organized painters the world 
over. 
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' WANT INVESTIGATION -- - 

Congress. would be requested, through ‘the 
American Federation of Labor, to investigate by 
one of its own committees charges of organized 
labor that “conditions bordering on slavery and 
peonage” exist in levee camps along the Missis- 
sippi river, in a resolution. adopted by the execu- 
tive. committee of the Mississippi Federation of 
Labor at Jackson, Miss. The executive committee 
at the same meeting formulated its program to be 
pressed before the Mississippi Legislature and 
named its chairman, Holt E. J. Ross of Laurel, 
representative of the American Federation of 
Labor and former president of the State Federa- 
tion, who initiated the charges against labor con- 
ditions on the levee fronts. 

Se Be 

The Hatters’ Union label is to be found ia many 
brands of hats on sale by local merchants, Consult 
the advertising columns of the Labor Clarion and 
patronize local ‘union-made products. 
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S. F. LABOR COUNCIL 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp atree Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Ro 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committee 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. bel Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of January 15 
Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Presi- 
dent D. P. Haggerty. 
Roll Call of Officers—Secretary O’Connell ex- 
cused. 


Reading Minutes— Minutes of previous meeting 
approved as printed in Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—From Cooks No. 44, Emil Bueh- 
rer, J. J. Bently, Kelly Hargrove, Ben Schliff, Joe 
Dodge, A. Summer, Henry Harder, Harry Meyers. 
Olive Medley, J. A. St. Peter; Letter Carriers, 
John C. Daly, John Foppiano, P. S. Finney, Al- 
fred Fioresi, Robert M. Kelly, Nate Cohen, James 
Coleman; Waiters, H. P. Coleman, Charles Blum, 
Hugo Ernst, Theodore Johnson, J. W. King, 
Harvey Lorraine, George. March, Fred Oesterich, 
Sam Taback, C.--F. Welch; Street Carmen, Ed 
Vandeleur, C. N. Farlow, H: S. Foley, Joseph 
Blanchard, M. G. Harris, J. Mooney, W. D. Ratto, 
B. Doyle, W. F. Wilson, T. Hefferman; Garage 
Employees, Charles Owens, G. H. Melcher; Tail- 
ors No. 80, W.-V. Jusaitis, A. C. Sheehan, Nels 
Soderberg; Photo Engravers, Louis J. McKannay, 
Thomas Martin; Brewery Drivers, Martin Chris- 
ten, M. W. Silk; Ferryboatmen, C. W. Deal, vice 
J. M. Fox. Delegates seated. . 

Communications—Filed—Minutes of Building 
Trades Council. From Stanislaus County Central 
Labor Council, requesting organized labor to re- 
member the brands of Modesto and Challenge 
products and to refrain from patronizing said 
products. From Federal Employees No. 1, with 
reference to its withdrawal from the Council. 
From Mrs. Florence P. Kahn, member of Con- 
gress, under separate cover a portrait-poster of 
George Washington. From Congressman Welch, 
with reference to Brother McDowell’s case. From 
the Minnesota State Federation of Labor, relative 
to a better organization among the postal laborers. 


Referred to Secretary—From the Union Labor 
Life Insurance Company, designating the month 
of January as a Matthew Woll month. 


Referred to Labor Clarion—From the American 
Federation of Labor requesting members of or- 
ganized labor to purchase only wall paper that 
bears the union label of the United Wall Paper 
Crafts of North America. 

Referred to Executive Committee—From the 
Golden Gate Bridge Association requesting repre- 
sentatives of the Council to attend meeting to be 
held Monday evening, January 18. 

Referred to Teamsters No. 85—Communication 
from the Alameda County Civil Service Commis- 
sion relative to examinations for truck drivers. 

Request Complied With—Communication from 
the American Federation of Labor requesting all 
Central Councils to send letters or telegrams to 
our representatives in Congress protesting against 
any reduction in wages of government employees. 
Concurred in. 


Report of Executive Committee—In the matter 
of application of the Culinary Workers’ Unions 
for placing Tait’s restaurant, 24 Ellis street, on 
the “We Don’t Patronize List,” your committee 
recommends that the Council declare its intention 
of levying a boycott on said restaurant. Your 
committee recommends that the Council declare 
its intention of placing the firm of Baker, Hamilton 
Pacific Hardware Company on the “We Don’t 
Patronize List.” The application of Grocery Clerks’ 
Union for assistance in unionizing the downstairs 
groceteria of the New Mission Market; as no one 


appeared for the establishment your committee 
laid the matter over. Report concurred in. 


Report of Organizing Committee—In the mat- 
ter of orders of the American Federation of Labor 
to unseat Marine Engineers No. 97 and to seat 
Local No. 9, after carefully considering the mat- 
ter, your committee recommends that a copy of 
this report be submitted to Secretary Morrison, 
with the request that the seating of Local No. 9 
and the unseating of Local No. 97 be held in 
abeyance for a short time until the pending de- 
velopments for reaffiliation of the Marine Engi- 
neers and the wage reduction conference proposed 
by the railroad companies be decided. Report 
concurred in. 


Report of Committee on Modification of Vol- 
stead Act—Moved that the Council be requested 
to indorse the bill for modification of the Volstead 
act introduced by Congressman Beck and Senator 
Buckley, also that we request our representatives 
in Congress to urge the passage and vote for said 
bill; report of committee indorsed. 


Reports of Unions—Chauffeurs reported that 
Compton’s had been notified that if the union 
card was not restored they would refrain from 
patronizing that firm. 


Trades Union Promotional League—Reported 
that there will be the annual election of officers 
and requested all delegates to be present. 

New Business—Moved by Delegate Flaherty 
that Labor Council go on record against any move 
to reduce the wages of city employees that were 
in effect as of January 1, 1931, and the Secretary 
of the Council be instructed to assist the unions 
to combat such move by any committee or city 
department. Motion carried. 

Nominations of Officers—President, D. P. Hag- 
gerty; vice-president, Anthony Noriega; sergeant- 
at-arms, Patrick O’Brien; trustees, Charles Child, 
James E. Hopkins, William A. Granfield. 

Executive Committee—Joseph Blanchard, James 
Coulsting, John C. Daly, Pierre Flaherty, Larry 
Heally, Theodore Johnson, George Kidwell, George 
Knell, John F. Metcalf, Laura Molleda, Lea 
Phillips, Patrick O’Brien, William Stanton. 

Organizing Committee—Anthony Brenner, B. 
E. Hayland, George Cullen, Theodore Johnson, 
Lea Phillips, J. J. Sutton, Fred E. Moore, W. G. 
Desepte. 


Law and Legislative Committee—Emil Buehrer, 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 

Don’t Patronize List” of the San Francisco 

Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 

and sympathizers are requested to cut this 

out and post it. 

American Tobacco Company. 

Austin’s Shoe Stores. 

Block, J., Butcher, 1351 Taraval. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand Laundry, 218 Ellis. 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. Co. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mfg., 113 Front. 

Foster's Lunches. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

“Grizzly Bear,” organ of N. S. G. W. 

Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 

Independent Cleaning & Dyeing Plant, and 
Red Front Stores. 

Kress, S. H., Stores. 

Manning's, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 

Market Street R. R. 

Mann Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 

Milk Producers’ Assn. of Central California. 
Producers of “Modesto” and “Challenge” 
Butter. 

National Biscuit Co., Chicago, products. 

Purity Chain Stores. 

Steinberg’s Shoe Store, 2650 Mission. 

Steinberg’s Shoe Store, 1600 Fillmore. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 


Henry Heidelberg, James E. Hopkins, Theodore 
Johnson, George Kidwell, Paul Scharrenberg, Ed 
Vandeleur. 

Directors of Labor Clarion—Anthony Brenner, 
James Coulsting, M. E. Decker, George S. Hollis, 
John A. O’Connell. 

Directors of Labor Council Hall Association— 
William A. Granfield, M. E. Decker, Anthony 
Brenner. 

Receipts, $309.48; expenses, $452.98. 

Council adjourned at 9:30 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

HENRY HEIDELBERG, Sec. pro tem. 

P. S. Members of affiliated unions are urged to 
demand the union label, card and button. Also 
to patronize the municipal railway whenever pos- 
sible. J. O’C. 
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BELOW PRE-WAR LEVELS 

The index of the general level of prices to pro- 
ducers for farm products declined five points from 
November 15 to December 15 and reached 66 per 
cent of the pre-war level, setting a new low rec- 
ord, the Department of Agriculture reports. 


Lachman Bros. 


GIVE TIME ON FURNITURE 


One of America’s Largest Home Furnishers 


LIVING ROOM FURNITURE 
At Feature Prices 


Take advantage of our special mid- 
season prices. All odd lines, single 
suite, chairs, etc., now marked at ex- 
ceptional reductions. 


LIBERAL THRIFT TERMS 


Quality First 


UNITED STATES 
LAUNDRY 


Telephone 
Market 1721 


Finest Work on Shirts 
and Collars 


TAILORS 


243 Turk Street 


CAB 


UNION-MADE 


On Weekly Installments 
LOUIS ABRAMS, Prop. 


Lid-Top Gas Stoves 


The finest gas stove in America, made 
right here in California by California 
craftsmen—the finest stove makers in 
the world. ‘ : 


SPARK STOVE SHOPS 


2301 2188 441 
Mission St. Mission St. Sutter St. 
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TEAMSTERS’ J. E. C. NO. 7 


Teamsters’ Joint Executive Council No. 7 has 


THE LABOR CLARION 


described—something that rolls and reverberates. 
Then find some fool people with money, for which 
they are promptly tapped. Then get a press agent 
and break into sap newspapers and— 

Then get more coin to keep the game going. 
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tion on the simple essentials that would and 
should spell salvation. 

How long, oh, how long will the sheep be led 
to slaughter? Are there no goats among them? 


eS = ee 
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procured the services of Mr. Melnikow, a man who 
is reputably known as a well qualified statistician, 
in compiling data relative to the prevailing wage 
rate throughout the various counties of the state. 

Mr. Melnikow has been furnishing us with data 
from time to time relative to the prevailing wage 
rate paid in several counties he thas already in- 
vestigated. This information will be very benefi- 
cial to several of the locals affiliated with the 
Council, as it will place them in a position to 
ascertain the rate of wages being paid outside of 
the metropolitan district. 

Up to the present time we have received infor- 
mation from him affecting the northern rural dis- 
tricts and also Los Angeles County. While the 
wage rate in the southern part of the state is not 
as high as it is in San Francisco and the north- 
ern counties, Mr. Melnikow finds that this condi- 
tion is due principally to the unorganized condition 
of that section of the state. However, the informa- 
tion furnished by him is very illuminating, and no 
doubt will be beneficial to us in establishing wage 
rates in rural districts and other parts of the state. 

Bakery Wagon Drivers’ Local 484 has just re- 
cently established an “out of work fund” for the 
purpose of assisting their unemployed members. 
This was brought about by levying an assessment 
of one day’s pay during the month of December, 
1931, on each and every member of the organiza- 
tion. Up to the present time they have assisted 
twenty-six of their unemployed members, and this 
amounted to approximately $2000. Therefore, 
Local 484 is to be commended on establishing a 
system of this kind. And we feel that this will 
undoubtedly act as an incentive for other locals 
affiliated with the teaming craft. 

W. A. CONNOLLY, Secretary. 


THE CHERRY TREE 


We move toward February this year observing 
the fact that having 29 days, it will have just one 
more day of depression than last year. That’s 
about all Leap Year means this time. 

We admire George Washington’s army for 
sticking it out barefooted in the snow through a 
winter at Valley Forge, where snow is real and 
temperatures are often low. 

This winter there are children in the bituminous 
mine areas—children under school age—who are 
going through the winter with no shoes between 
their little feet and the snow. 

It makes a difference whose feet and under what 
conditions and for what purpose. 

* * &* 

There was an enormous amount of ballyhoo 
about the communists who marched to Washing- 
ton—the march being by automobile—to demand 
this and that, more or less incoherently. Their 
‘suffering” was enlarged upon by sap newspapers. 

There is suffering, in plenty, in communities all 
over the land. There is what looks like permanent 
unemployment, unless a lot is done about it. But 
the ballyhoo artists make front page, while the 
sufferers go on suffering. 

In February they get an additional day of it this 
year. In this best of all possible worlds there is 
just now a hell of a state of affairs. 

* * * 

And too many leaders are walking around in 
circles, wringing their hands. Hand-wringing is 
a non-productive occupation and “there oughta be 
a law”— 

But it goes on—-and February will give them 
one more day for harmless hand-wringing. The 
hand-wringers get the spotlight—and lots of them 
get the money. 

The trick is to cook up an idea that rings when 


In this best of all possible worlds there are still 
plenty who can be fooled all the time. If there 
isn’t one born every minute, there is at least one 
who passes into senility every minute, losing all 
mental powers and willing enough to try anything 
once in vain hope of rejuvenation. 

ee 

February will soon be here with its extra day 
for misery. But also there is the same extra day 
for the thimble riggers and one likewise for the 
suckers. The best of all markets today is the 
panacea market. It is the one market that is 
booming along, inflated as ever. Drag out a good- 
looking panacea and it will mow through the 
crowds like a blonde in Mexico. 

If they say “Lead me not into temptation” it is 
because, having grown old and foolish and vain, 
they believe temptation should be led to them. 

The boobs are always willing enough—and it’s 
the hey-dey of every mutt who can bring a pana- 
cea into being and doll it up to look like anything 
at all. A 

Meanwhile, there is precious little concentra- 


FOR HOFFMANN’S PARDON 
Three big labor organizations, the Wisconsin 
Federation of Labor, the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council and Branch 16, American Federa- 
tion of Full Fashioned Hosiery Workers, have 
petitioned Governor Pinchot of Pennsylvania to 
use his pardon prerogative and free Alfred Hoff- 
mann, union hosiery workers’ organizer, from jail, 
where he is serving a two-year sentence on “con- 
spiracy” charges arising out of the hosiery work- 
ers’ strike in Stroudsburg, Pa., last year. 
Se See 
LEGALIZES UNION LABELS 
The Senate passed the union label bill to au- 
thorize associations of employees in the District 
of Columbia to adopt a device to designate their 
products and penalize all imitations of the device. 
eS ag 
Shoes bearing the label of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union can be purchased in many San 
Francisco stores. But to make doubly sure, consult 
the advertising columns of the Labor Clarion and 
patronize its advertisers. 


Hours INCREASED 


Wages Decreased! 


On December 15, 1931, Baker, Hamilton & Pacific Company, whole- 
sale hardware and paint dealers, arbitrarily increased the hours and decreased 
the wages of members of organized labor employed in its printing department. 
The firm had twelve months before curtailed work for union men to five days 
per week (with a corresponding reduction in pay). 


For many years this concern had paid the same wage to members of the 
printing trades as was paid by commercial printers. 


However, following a consolidation some time ago, two of San Fran- 
cisco’s leading bankers (brothers) became directors of the corporation. One 
of these bankers was a few months ago named chairman of the Mayor's com- 


mittee to relieve unemployment. 


The manager of the concern undoubtedly receives his orders from these 
bankers, for in discussion with representatives of the men, the manager re- 
peatedly referred to the wishes of the banker brothers. 


To attempts by the Labor Council to bring about negotiations looking 
toward a settlement, the Mussolini-like manager would only reply, “Not 


interested in union labor!”’ 


Members of organized labor and friends should refuse to -purchase any 
products distributed by Baker, Hamilton & Pacific. When sales disappear, 
perhaps Manager Bruzzone will become interested. 


Among the more important products distributed by Baker, Hamilton & 


Pacific Company are: 


DuPont Paints and Varnishes 
Goodell-Pratt Tools 
Remington Ammunition 
“Corbin” Hardware 

Rogers Bros. Silverware 
Viko Aluminumware 


“Stilletto’”? Tools 

Dexter Washing Machines 
Remington Cutlery 
McKinney Hardware 
Atlantic Galvanized Ware 


Members of Painters’ and Carpenters’ locals can assist in the fight on this 
wage-slashing concern by recommending against use of any of the above 


materials. 


Let’s show Baker, Hamilton & Pacific the folly of cutting wages approxi- 


mately 40 per cent. 


San Francisco Bookbinders & Bindery Women’s Union. 
San Francisco Printing Pressmen & Assistants’ Union. 
San Francisco Typographical Union. 


NOTE:—Show this ad to your hardware dealer and remind him that a short time ago 
Baker, Hamilton & Pacific attempted to organize a chain of hardware stores, 
which attempt, if successful, would in all probability have caused the failure of 
many hardware firms not in the chain. 
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SAVINGS 


COMMERCIAL 


CISCO BANK 


TRUST 


INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 10TH, 1868 
One of the Oldest Banks in California, 
the Assets of which have never been increased 
by mergers or consolidations with other Banks 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
December 31st, 1931 


Assets._._.......................- 
Capital, Reserve and Contingen 
Pension Fund over $760,000.00, 


standing on Books at 


MISSION BRANCH 
P. 5 IDIO 
HAIGHT STREET 
‘WEST 


upds__.... is 


-$153,060,611.32 
6,050,000.00 


1.00 


- Mission and 21st Streets 


Dividends on Deposits as declared quarterly 
by the Board of Directors, are Computed 
Monthly and Compounded Quarterly, 
and may be withdrawn quarterly. 


THE LABOR CLARION 


welcomes contributions from officers and members of local. 
unions relative to matters of interest to the labor movement 
or to their craft. Let your fellow union men know what you 
are doing, invite their assistance and keep in touch with the 
labor movement generally through the Labor Clarion. If 
your union does not subscribe to the official paper for its 
membership, bring the subject up for discussion and find 
out why. Patronize the advertisers in YOUR newspaper. 


Telephone MArket 0056 


OFFICE: 101 LABOR TEMPLE 


Poms 


Se ane | er Laem 
Directory of Unions Affiliated With San Francisco Labor Council 


(Please notify Labor Clarion of any change) 
Alaska Fishermen—Meets Fridays during Febru- 
ary, March, April and October, 49 Clay. 
Asphalt Workers—Meets 2nd and 4th Mondays, 
Labor Temple. 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers No. 
Meets Fridays, 224 Guerrero. 


Auto Mechanics Ne. 1305—Meets Wednesdays, 8 
Dp. m., 108 Valencia. 

Auto Painters No. 1073—200 Guerrero. 

Baggage Messengers—Meeots 2nd Monday, 60 Mar- 
ket. Sec., Robt. Berry, 1059 56th St., Oakland. 


Bakers No. 24—Meets ist and 3rd Saturdays, 
Labor Temple. 


Bakery Wagen Drivere—Meets 2nd and 4th Sat- 
urdays, 112 Valencia. 


Barbers No. 148—Meets Ist and 3rd Mondays, 112 
Valencia. 


104— 


Bill Pesters Ne. ‘44—Meets 4th Monday, Shakes- 
Deare Hall, 15th and Mission. 


Blackemiths and Helpers—Meets ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 


Bollermakers Ne. 6—Meets 2nd and 4th Mondays, 
Labor Temple. 


Beokbinders—Office, Room 804, 693 Mission. Meets 
3rd Friday, Labor Temple. 


Bottiers No. 293—Meets 3rd Tuesdays, 
Temple. 


Brewery Drivers—Meets 3rd Tuesday, Labor Temple. 


Brewery Werkmen No. 7—Meets 8rd Thursday, 
Labor Temple, 


Bridge and Structural Iren Werkers No. 377— 
200 Guerrero. 


Carpenters No. 483—Meets Mondays, 112 Valencia. 


Werkers—Meets Ist and 3rd Wednesdays, 
Labor Temple. 


Cigarmakers—Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 143 
Albion. 


Labor 


Chauffoure—Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 112 
Valencia. 


Cleaners, Dyers and Presters No. 
710 Grant Building. 

Commercial Telegraphers—420 Clunie Building. 

Capmakers Ne. $—D. Feldman, 725 Grove, San 
Francisco. 


17960—Office, 


Cooks Ne. 44—Meets Ist Thursday, 2:30 p. m.: 
3rd Thursday at 8:30 p. m., 1164 Market. 

Coopers Me. 65—Meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 
Labor Temple. 


2940 SIXTEENTH STREET 


Cracker Bakers No. 125—Meets 3rd Monday, La- 
bor Temple. 


Cracker Packers’ Auxillary—Meets ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 
Dredgemen 45-C—268 Market. 


Elevator Constructors No. 8—Meets Ist and 3rd 
Fridays, 200 Guerrero. 

Electrical Workers No. 151—Meets 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, 112 Valencia. 


Electrical Workers No. 6—Meets lst 
Wednesdays, 200 Guerrero. 


Electrical Workers No. 537, Cable Splicers. 

Ess Inspectore—Meets 2nd Wednesday, Labor 

Temple. 

Federal Employees No. 1!—Office, 746 Pacific 
Building. Meets Ist Tuesday, 414 Mason. 

Federation of Teachers Ne. 6!—Meets 2nd Mon- 
day, Room 227, City Hall. 

Federation of Administrators—Kathryn Sproul, 
Sec., Horace Mann Junior High School. 

Ferrybeatmen’s Union—Ferry Building. 

Firemen and Ollers, Local No. 86—Meets Ist 
Tuesday, Tabor Temple. 

Garage Employees—Meets 2nd Tuesdays, 
Temple. 

Garment Cutters No. 45—Meets 2nd and 4th Fri- 
days, Labor Temple. 

Garmeat Workers No. 131—Meets Ist Thursday at 


5:15 p. m.; 3rd Thursday, 8 p. m., Labor 
Temple. 


Gleve Workers— 

Grocery Clerks—Meets ist Thursday, Labor Tem- 
ple. 

Hatters No. 23—Sec., Jonas Grace, 178 Flood 
Avenue. 


Helsting Engineers Ne. 59—Meets Mondays, at 200 
Guerrero. 

fee Drivers—Sec., V. Hummel. 3532 Anza, Meets 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 

Janitors Ne. 9—Meets Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Labor Temple, 

Laundry Drivers—Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 
Labor Temple. 


Laundry Workers No. 26—Meets Ist and 3rd Mon- 
days, Labor Temple. 

Letter Carriere—Sec., Thomas P. Tierney, 6358 
Castro. Meets lst Saturday, 414 Mason. 

Lithegraphers Ne. 17—Meets 2nd and 4th Thurs- 
days, 273 Golden Gate Avenue. 


and 3rd 


Labor 
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FIFTH near MARKET STREET 


Machinists 


No. 68—Meet Wednesdays, 
Temple. 


Labor 


Mallers No. 18—Meets 3rd Sunday, Labor Temple. 
Sec., A. F. O'Neil, 771 17th Avenue. 


Marine Engineers Beneficial Assn.—Room K, 
Ferry Building. 


Material Teamsters No. 216—Meets Wednesdays, 
200 Guerrero. 


Masters, Mates and Pilots Ne. 40—Geo. M. 
Fouratt, Room 21, Ferry Building. 


Masters, Mates and Pilots No. 89—Bulkhead No. 7. 


Metal Polishers—Meets Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Labor Temple. 


Milk Wagon Drivers—Meets ist and 3rd Wednes- 
days, Labor Temple. 


Miscellaneous Employees No. 140—Meets 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays, 131 Eighth. 


Molders Ne. 164—Meets Tuesdays, Labor Temple. 
Molders’ Auxillary—Meets Ist Friday. 


Motion Pleture Projectionists—Meets 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, 230 Jones. 


Municipal Cribbers Ne. 534—200 Guerrero, 


Musicians No. 6—Meets 2nd Thursday; Executive 
Board, Tuesday, 230 Jones. 


OMoe Empleyees—Meet 3nd and 4th Wednesdays, 
Labor Temple. 


Ornamental Plasterers Ne. 460—Meets 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays, 200 Guerrero. 

Painters No. 19—Meets Mondays, 200 Guerrero. 

Patternmakers—Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays, Le- 
bor Temple. 

Paste Makers No. 10567—Meets last Saturday of 
month, 441 Broadway. 


Phote Engravers—Meets ist Friday, 15@ Golden 
Gate Avenue. 


Plumbers Ne. 442—200 Guerrero. 
Post Office Clerks—Meets 4th Thursday, Labor 
Temple. 


Printing Pressmen—Office, 630 Sacramento. Meets 
2nd Monday, Labor Temple. 


Professional Embalmers—Sec.. Geo. Monahan, 765 
Pi 


age. 
Retail Dyers and Cleaners Ne, 18182—Mects tnd 


and 4th Labor Temple. Doe Davis, 
Sec., 862 Third. 


Retall Shee and Textile Salesmen Ne. 410—Meets 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 373 Golden Gate Avenue. 
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Retall Delivery Drivers—Meets 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, Labor Temple, 

Sailors Union of the Pacific—Meets Mondays, 59 
Clay. 

Sallmakers—Sec., Horace Kelly, 2558 29th Ave- 
nue, Meets 1st Thursday, Labor Temple. 

Stationary Engineers No. 64—Meets Ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, 200 Guerrero. 


Steam Fitters No. 590—Meets 1st and 3rd Wednes- 
days, Labor Temple. 


Steam Shevel Men No. 45—Meets Ist Saturday, 
268 Market. B 


Stereotypers and Electrotypers—Meets 3rd Sunday, 
Labor Temple. 

Stove Mounters No. 6!—Sec., Manuel De Salles. 
R. F. D. 7, Niles, Calif. 

Steve Mounters No. 62—J. J. Kerlin, 1534 29th 
Avenue, Oakland, Calif. 

Street Carmen, Division 518—Meets 2nd and 4th 
Thuradays, Labor Temple. 

Tailors No. 80—Office, Room 411, 163 Sutter, 

Teamsters No. 85—Meets Thursdays, 536 Bryant. 

Technical Engineers No. {!—John Coghlan, 10 
Lennox Way. Meets Ist Wednesday. 

Theatrical Stage Employees—Meets ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, 230 Jones. 


Theatrical Wardrobe Attendants—Sec., Norah Al- 
den, 288 Ninth. 
Trackmen—Meets 4th Tuesday, Labor Temple. 


Trade Union Promotional League (Label Section) 
—Meets Ist and 3rd Wednesdays, Labor Tem- 
ple. MArket 7560. 


Tunnel and Aqueduct Workers—P. 0. Box 934, 
Livermore, Calif. 

Typographical Ne. 21—Office, 16 First. Meets 3rd 
Sunday, Labor Temple. 


United Laborers Ne. |—Meets Tuesdays, 200 Guer- 
rero. 


Upholeterers No. 28—Meets 2nd and 4th Tues- 
days, Labor Temple. 
Watehmen No. 15688—Sec., E. Counihan, 106 


Bosworth. 

Walters No. 30—Meets 1st and Srd Wednesdays, 
9.p; m.; all other Wednesdays, 3 p. m., 1256 
Market. 

Waitresses Ne. 48—Meets 2nd Wednesday, 8 p. m.: 
4th Wednesday, 3 p. m., 1171 Market. 

Water Workers—Sec., Thomas Dowd, 214 7th. 
Meets Ist and 3rd Mondays, Labor Temple. 

Web Preesmen—Meets 4th Sunday, Labor Temple. 


